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1. It’s of a gentleman soldier in a sentry he did stand 

He fell in love with a fair maid, and boldly took her hand. 

He kindly did salute her, he kissed her in a joke, 

He drilled her into the sentry box, wrapt up in a soldier’s cloak. 

Chorus: 

For the drums did go with a rap-a-tap-tap, 

And the fifes shall loudly play, 

Saying Fare thee well, my Polly dear,  

I must be going away. 



2. It’s of a gentleman soldier, then won’t you marry me? 

Oh marry you, my Polly dear, such things can never be, 

For married I am already and children I have three; 

Two wives are allowed in the army, and one’s too many for me. 

3. It’s of a gentleman soldier, why didn’t you tell me so? 

My parents will be angry, when this they come to know. 

Your parents won’t be angry, your family won’t increase 

Be kind to a little soldier boy, he is of a noble race. 

4. If you go to a ball-room, a concert, or a dance 

Never give out, my darling, wherever you may be 

Do not say you’ve been in a sentry box, wrapt up in a soldier’s cloak. 

“Mr Coomber (sung in camp)” 

 


